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LAKE COUNTY WINEGROWERS
PUSH TO INNOVATE

WITH CUTTING-EDGE
PRUNING PRACTICES

Lake County, California is a North Coast winegrowing region known
for high-quality winegrapes grown on high-elevation, volcanic soils. The
region is also developing a reputation for innovative, grower-focused
programs like the Master Vigneron Academy.®

“I’'ve learned the importance

of making decisive and methodical
cuts. And not only the effect those
pruning cuts will have this year
but how they will affect next year
and the following years.”

DAVID TOMASIN
Vineyard Technician, Jim’s Supply Co.

The most recent example of viticultural innovation in the region

is the Lake County Pruning School.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Organized by the Lake County
Winegrape Commission, Lake
County Pruning School is designed
for vineyard owners, vineyard
supervisors and crew leaders, and
experienced vineyard workers.

This immersive training program
provides attendees with insights
and hands-on experience with
the latest pruning techniques for
winegrapes. Each class enables
one-on-one learning and an
opportunity to exchange ideas
and techniques with others in the
cohort. The program will reach
300 participants by the end of
the program.

The first of its kind for a regional
organization, this program
launched in 2022 and has been
delivered in both English and
Spanish. It was created in collab-
oration with Simonit & Sirch, the
renowned grapevine pruning
school with more than 30 years
of research and experience.! The
three-year project aims to further
enhance the quality and reputa-
tion of Lake County winegrapes
and demonstrate local growers’
commitment to sustainable
viticultural practices.

The Lake County Pruning
School has been featured on
Decanter, Wine Industry Advisor,
Wine Searcher, The Vintner
Project, Yahoo Finance, Market-
Watch, among others.
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http://mastervigneron.org
http://lakecountypruningschool.org

Four fundamental © CONTROLLED BRANCHING - © SMALL CUTS & CROWN BUDS v

principles applicable to all

ine traini t Drive development Reduce the surface area of
grapevmz _ra::lnln?h?ys ems while respecting the vine’s the exposed wound and lessen
Is covered In depth: organic growth. the risk of wood disease.
© VASCULAR FLOW @ PROTECTIVE SPARE WOOD
Separate desiccated areas from Reduce desiccation
the main vascular flow and ensure of the vine.

continuity of the sap flow through
the structure of the plant.

Demonstration
Block for

LAKE COUNTY

, ‘i PRUNING SCHOOL

. &

“This program benefits the

entire industry, especially here in
Lake County. Our goal is to improve
the quality of our grapes and the
knowledge and capacity of

our workers.”

PEDRO RUBIO
General Manager, Beckstoffer
Vineyards — Red Hills
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“Here in Lake County, we always
strive to be the best and find the
best people to teach us how to
improve our practices.”

JONATHAN WALTERS
General Manager, Brassfield Estate

PROGRAM FOCUS & STRUCTURE

The Lake County Pruning School comprises
a theoretical introductory online lesson and
three days of practical hands-on lessons

in the vineyard — two days during the winter
for vine pruning and one day during the
spring for shoot thinning.

EMPHASIS ON SUSTAINABILITY

Sustainability is a major focus of

Lake County Pruning School and its partner,
Simonit & Sirch. The program provides
attendees with a chance to expand their
knowledge about grapevine sap flow while
teaching innovative pruning techniques that
foster grapevine health and resistance to
pests and drought. This supports improved
consistency of fruit over the years and,
ultimately, a longer vineyard lifespan.

" The Lake County Winegrape
Commission is proud to partner
with Simon & Sirch, which has
a client list that includes some of
the world’s preeminent vineyards.
To name a few: Chateau d‘Yquem,
Chateau Latour, Bellavista, Roederer,
Chandon, and Hennessy in Europe;
and Quintessa, Corison, Diamond
Creek, Shafer Vineyards, Flowers,
and Spottswoode in the US.

Thank you to Beckstoffer Vineyards -
Red Hills, Shannon Family of Wines,
and Zoller Vineyards for allowing Lake
County Pruning School to be hosted

at their properties.
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