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LAKE COUNTY WINEGRAPES AND BULK WINE 
OUTSTANDING QUALITY AND  
AFFORDABILITY – A RARE COMBINATION  
IN TODAY’S MARKET

Lake County winegrapes deliver the intensity, character, and phenolics 
necessary to create wines with the flavors that today’s consumers seek. 
For winemakers, brokers, and bulk wine buyers, this means high-quality 
Lake County winegrapes can contribute to a range of wine programs, 
including appellated wines from Lake County, or one of its eight  
subappellations, the North Coast AVA, or California — or blended into 
regional wines to support the bottom line without sacrificing quality.  
Lake County fruit enables savvy wine brands to over-deliver on quality 
and value to consumers in today’s market. 

LAKE COUNTY WINEGROWERS
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WHAT MAKES LAKE COUNTY DIFFERENT?
No other region in California — and perhaps the 
world — can match Lake County’s unique combination 
of high elevations, young volcanic soils, and  
modern viticultural practices.

VOLCANIC ADVANTAGE
Named for a volcanic caldera lake centered on 
the Clear Lake Volcanic Field, Lake County features 
some of the youngest volcanic soils in California. 
Two dormant (not extinct) volcanoes dominate the 
landscape: Cobb Mountain on the northern slopes 
of the Mayacamas mountain range; and Mount  
Konocti, towering over Clear Lake. Both are home 
to high-elevation vineyards.

PREMIUM GRAPES AND BULK WINES

Today, many vineyards in Lake County are  
planted on slopes and ridges that are littered with 
the remnants of these volcanoes, including black 
volcanic glass-like obsidian, ranging in size from tiny 
sharp stones to boulders the size of a small car.

ELEVATED EXCELLENCE
While other types of soils can be found throughout 
Lake County, such as the alluvial soils of the Kelsey 
Bench and Big Valley District AVAs, all vineyards in 
Lake County can be characterized as high elevation, 
sitting between 1,000 and 3,000 feet above sea level 
and situated in the cleanest air basin in California.

This combination results in excellent ultraviolet 
(UV) exposure for Lake County vineyards. With as 
much as 10 percent more exposure than neighbor-
ing sea-level valleys, increased UV triggers thicker 
skins, greater tannins, and intense wines with 
high phenolic content. 

This mountainous region has significantly 
lower humidity during the growing season and 
much colder winters than the rest of the North 
Coast, so vineyards in the region are more easily 
grown sustainably — lowering the requirements 
for pesticides and herbicides and enabling growers 
to use the latest practices in sustainable farming.

MODERN VITICULTURAL PRACTICES
Lake County has earned a reputation for developing 
innovative, grower-focused programs like the Master 
Vigneron Academy® (mastervigneron.org) and the 
Lake County Pruning School (lakecountypruning-
school.org). 

These region-wide programs are the first of their 
kind in the wine industry. They provide vineyard 
owners, supervisors, and crew leaders with immer-
sive, hands-on training and professional develop-
ment they can’t get anywhere else. 
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MARKETPLACE FOR 
LAKE COUNTY GRAPES AND  
BULK WINES

To see an up-to-date listing of 
Lake County winegrapes and 
bulk wines for sale, visit the Lake 
County Winegrowers’ Marketplace:

www.lakecountywinegrape.org/
marketplace

Grower educational programs like these are sponsored 
by the Lake County Winegrape Commission and  
provided at low-cost or no-cost to growers in the 
region. They ensure that vineyard owners and their 
employees are educated in the latest viticultural  
practices with a focus on delivering the highest 
quality fruit possible.

The Marketplace includes 
contact information for growers 
to reach out to them directly. 
If you have questions, please  
contact Debra Sommerfield, 
President, Lake County  
Winegrape Commission, at  
debras@lakecountywinegrape.org

“It’s important for us as a community to learn from each other. 
These kinds of programs bring growers together so that we can talk 
and discuss the changes we’re seeing in the vineyards, the kinds  
of things we’d like to do moving forward, and so that we’re unified  
in our beliefs about what Lake County can produce.”

PILAR LUCHSINGER WHITE  
Owner, Luchsinger Vineyards
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