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Gregg Jones 
A world-renowned atmospheric scientist and wine climatologist, Gregg has 
held research and teaching positions at the University of Virginia, Southern 
Oregon University, and most recently, Linfield University. For over twenty-five 
years his research has firmly linked weather and climate with grapevine 
growth, fruit chemistry, and wine characteristics in regions all around the 
globe. He is the author of numerous book chapters and other reports and 
articles on wine economics, grapevine phenology, site assessment methods for 
viticulture, climatological assessments of viticultural potential, and climate 
variability and change impacts on wine production.   

Glenn McGourty 
Glenn McGourty is the retired University of California Cooperative 

Extension Winegrowing and Plant Science Advisor for Mendocino and 

Lake Counties in California’s North Coast Wine Country. His career 

spanned 33 years and he made valuable contributions to the wine 

industry with research and education programs focused on sustainable, 

organic and biodynamic winegrowing; trials on Mediterranean wine grape 

cultivars; and understanding how smoke from wild fires affects wine 

grapes in the vineyard. He recently has started a new career as an elected 

official, 1st District Supervisor, Mendocino County.  

Beth Salomone 
Beth is the General Manager of the Mendocino County Russian River Flood 
Control & Water Conservation Improvement District, often referred to as 
the Flood Control District. In addition to holding a significant water right, 
the District is engaged in regional water issues including water supply 
reliability, groundwater sustainability, and outreach & education. Beth also 
serves on the Association of California Water Agencies (well known as 
ACWA) Region 1 Board. 



Miguel Garcia 
Miguel provides on-farm technical assistance and planning for soil health, 
nutrient management, erosion control, carbon sequestration, and irrigation 
management. He designs educational programs in Spanish to provide 
vineyard farm workers with information on various sustainable agriculture 
topics. Miguel firmly believes that worldwide implementation of 
regenerative agricultural practices is paramount to ensure the integrity of 
our delicate natural resources and the food supply chain. Miguel is a certified 
crop advisor and has a PhD in Environmental Sciences and a B.S. in Chemistry 
from UC Riverside. 

Matt Clifford 
Matt Clifford is a staff attorney for Trout Unlimited’s California Water Project. 
Matt works with agricultural and residential water users throughout 
California’s North and Central Coast regions to improve water management 
and increase instream flow for the benefit of salmon and steelhead, and 
people. Matt also works on statewide issues related to water law, water 
policy, and habitat restoration.  

Linda MacElwee & Seth Myrick 
Mendocino County Resource Conservation District (MCRCD) 
MCRCD’s mission is to conserve, protect, and restore wild and working lands 
to enhance the health of the water, soil and forests in Mendocino County.  
The Soils program, represented by Seth Myrick, Program Manager, and Linda 
MacElwee, Watershed Coordinator, seeks to enhance and support climate 
beneficial farming and ranching practices throughout the county.  

Laurel Marcus 
Laurel Marcus is the Executive Director of CA Land Stewardship Institute and has 
over 40 years of experience working with private landowners. Ms. Marcus is the 
author of the Fish Friendly Farming Certification Program which has enrolled over 
200,000 acres of land in 10 counties and is very popular with a broad range of 
growers and property owners. Laurel recently helped to develop the Climate 
Adaptation Certification that provides a science-based approach to quantify 
greenhouse gas emissions and carbon sequestration on agricultural land.  
 

Devin Boer 

Devon Boer has been the Executive Director of the Mendocino County Farm 
Bureau since 2009.  She is involved in many agricultural water rights issues 
including rights protections, numerous water quality issues, the ongoing 
drought response, SGMA, the preservation of the Potter Valley Project and 
various local, regional and state water related proposals.  Water has been, and 
will continue to be, a major focus area for Devon this year and in the future. 



Runze (Cliff) Yu  
Dr. Cliff Yu is an assistant professor from the Department of Viticulture and 
Enology, California State University, Fresno. He has received his Ph.D. in 
Horticulture and Agronomy with a specialty in Viticulture from UC Davis in 
2020. His current research focuses include grapevine physiology & berry 
chemistry as affected by abiotic stress, mechanization & precision 
viticulture, soil-plant water relations and irrigation efficiency. 

Chase Thornhill 
Chase Thornhill is the owner and general manager of the Mendocino 
Wine Co. (MWC) in Ukiah CA.  MWC has the capacity to process 
approximately 7,000 tons of wine grapes and bottle 450,000 cases of 
wine annually. Both the winery facility and 90 acres of surrounding 
vineyard are certified organic by CCOF.   

Megan Bartlett 
Dr. Megan Bartlett received her undergraduate degree in Organismal and 
Evolutionary Biology from Harvard University in 2009. She completed a PhD in 
2016 with Dr. Lawren Sack in the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary 
Biology at UCLA. Since joining the V&E Department in Winter 2019, Dr. Bartlett's 
research uses modeling and experimental approaches to address fundamental 
questions about the physiology traits and mechanisms that produce drought and 
heat tolerance.  

 

Norman Kobler 
Norman has exclusively worked in the Anderson Valley wine region since he 
was seven years old and has managed Ferrington Vineyards since 1997. In 
2017, Norman was awarded Vineyard Manager of the Year from the North 
Bay Business Journal. Norman and Colleen started Philo Vineyard Solutions 
in 2019. Norman has been working on a cover crop trial with MCRCD and 
NRCS over the last several years as well. In addition to farming, Norman also 
has been a commercial fisherman since 1992.  

Mark Battany 
Mark grew up in Colorado and graduated from Colorado State University 
with a B.S. in Agronomy and a minor in Spanish. He continued with 
graduate work at UC Davis with an M.S. in Hydrologic Sciences. He was an 
exchange scholar at a Spanish government research center in Cordoba, 
Spain studying runoff and erosion in hillside olive groves. He began 
working for UC Cooperative Extension in 2001, initially as a Viticulture 
Farm Advisor for San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara Counties; in 2018 his 
title changed to Water Management and Biometeorology Advisor. 



Sam Sandoval 
Samuel Sandoval is a professor at UC Davis and extension specialist in water 
resources at UC ANR. He is interested in improving the water  resources management 
for human and environmental needs in California, considering the economic, 
environmental and social justice aspects. He works with a wide range of people, from 
farm workers delivering training on how to prevent contamination of water due to 
pesticides applications (in English and Spanish), to water resources managers and 
decision makers developing basic research to determine environmental flows. He is 
the co-host of the Water Talk Podcast with Mallika Nocco and Faith Kerns, and the 
founding member of the Water Management Lab. 

 

Christopher Chen 
Christopher Chen is the UC Cooperative Extension Integrated Vineyards 
Systems Advisor for Sonoma, Lake, and Mendocino Counties. His 
background in environmental stressors to grapevines includes work with 
heat-damage prevention, vine water use efficiency, and salinity toxicity 
tolerance in grape scions and rootstocks. In his current role, Chris hopes to 
help growers adapt to the new growing conditions they face as climates 
continue to change worldwide. 

Steve Lindow 
Steve will discus the role of bacteria that live on the surfaces of leaves on 
frost damage to grape and other crops. He will share results from recent 
studies that help us better understand the processes that lead to the 
colonization of ice-nucleating bacteria on plants, and ways to suppress 
them, including cover crop management and application of copper 
bactericides to achieve frost control in vineyards.  

Join us on Zoom! 
Day 1—May 11, 2022  

https://ucanr.zoom.us/j/95698049591  

 

Or iPhone one-tap : 

    US: +16699006833,,95698049591#  or 
+13462487799,,95698049591#  

    Webinar ID: 956 9804 9591 

 

 

Day 2—May 12, 2022  

https://ucanr.zoom.us/j/94663582196  

 

Or iPhone one-tap : 

    US: +16699006833,,94663582196#  or 
+12532158782,,94663582196#  

    Webinar ID: 946 6358 2196 

 

http://watermanagement.ucdavis.edu/cooperative-extension/hydrology-and-climate-change
http://watermanagement.ucdavis.edu/cooperative-extension/hydrology-and-climate-change/hidrologia-y-cambio-climatico/
https://www.watertalkpodcast.com/
http://watermanagement.ucdavis.edu
https://ucanr.zoom.us/j/95698049591
https://ucanr.zoom.us/j/94663582196

